TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
FIRE COMMITTEE
Monday, October 3, 2022
11:45 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Carl Ritchie, Chair; Howard Chapman; and Brenda
Corley

Members Absent:

Jake Rambo

Staff Present:

Christiane Farrell, Assistant Town Administrator;
and Mike Mixon, Fire Chief

1. Call to order

AF
T

Members Present:

Chairman Ritchie called the meeting to order at 12:42 p.m.

R

2. Approval of Minutes from the May 2, 2022 meeting

Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Corley. All
present voted in favor.

D

3. Public Comments
[None]

4. Update on the performance of the automatic aid agreement for fire
response between the Town of Mount Pleasant and neighboring
jurisdictions
Chairman Ritchie thanked Fire Chief, Mike Mixon for his service
during the storm. He stated that he was confident that the men and
women in the Fire Department were ready to respond and did respond.
He expressed his appreciation for their dedication.
Chief Mixon stated that when this was first approved, they wished to
bring back a report after 90 days to show the Committee the results.
Chief Mixon provided the following results of the Automatic Aid.

D

R
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T

Fire Committee
October 3, 2022
Page 2 of 4

Chief Mixon stated that the Fire Department is not seeing a big change
in what is already being accomplished. He said it has been very
beneficial on certain call types, such as a structure fire on 4th of July,
which was a hot day. He added that crews tire more quickly in those
conditions and the City of Charleston sent in two engines and a
battalion chief and a rehab unit that came on scene. He said this also
allows the units in the north or south areas of the Town to stay in place.
He said also having
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access to the training divisions of the other Fire Departments and having
the collective knowledge has been very beneficial. He said when
discussing with Fire Chiefs from other cities/towns, they all agree that
the Town blended in well and staff put a great deal of work in on the
front end to ensure that it was a seamless entrance into the automatic
aid agreement. As the Fire Chief, he feels that it was absolutely worth
doing the automatic aid agreement and the data has proven what they
anticipated and has been beneficial. He recommended continuing as it
benefits the department and the citizens.
Ms. Corley stated that she was amazed at 171 cancelled calls in 90
days.

AF
T

Chief Mixon stated that many were fire alarms or smoke scare, such as
a neighbor burning leaves or a pot on a stove. He said they would code
this as a cancelled in route call. He said most of the cancelled calls were
initially something else and once they arrive on scene and determine
that it was not what they were initially called for, they will code it as a
cancelled call. Or they may be a mile from the station and dispatch will
cancel the unit.

R

Mr. Chapman stated that he feels very strongly about the automatic aid
agreement. He spoke to the Fire Chief at the City of Charleston as well.
He said this is good for the other communities surrounding the Town.

D

Chief Mixon stated that the agreement was already approved at Town
Council and signed; however, at that time, he wanted to bring back the
data to ensure it would do as they anticipated and that Committee would
be satisfied with the performance and what it meant for the Town as a
whole.
Chairman Ritchie stated that there were also discussions of other
potential agencies desiring to participate in the automatic aid and asked
about the outcome.
Chief Mixon stated that Isle of Palms is very interested. He said Chief
Oliverius presented it to the Isle of Palms City Council and they
approved the agreement. He is in the initial stages of working out the
details of the agreement.
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Chairman Ritchie asked Assistant Town Administrator, Christiane Farrell
if this Committee needs to do anything else once the Isle of Palms is
approved to come into the automatic aid agreement.
Ms. Farrell stated that she believes they will simply be added and does
not necessarily believe it will require action.
Chairman Ritchie stated that he knows that the Town has one of the
best medical response teams and asked if there are more requests for
paramedic aid.

5.

Adjourn

AF
T

Chief Mixon stated that they have not. He said this was initially not
included in the agreement and are just responding to fire-type calls. He
said that they have advised Isle of Palms and some others that if EMS is
delayed and it is a critical situation and the Town’s assistance is needed,
they are happy to respond. He said on the data sheet presented, none
of the calls are for medical and have not been requested as a mutual aid
agreement item. He stated that if they are covering a station downtown
Charleston and a medical call comes in, they will respond.

R

There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 12:53 p.m.

D

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
October 3, 2022

