TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Monday, October 3, 2022
10:15 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Members Present:

John Iacofano, Chairman; Brenda Corley; and
Guang Ming Whitley

Staff Present:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator; Steve Gergick,
Recreation Director

1. Call to order
Mr. Iacofano called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.
2. Approval of Minutes from the August 1, 2022 meeting
Ms. Whitley moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Corley. All
present voted in favor.
3.

Public Comments
[None]

4.

Update from Town staff on a new facility partnership agreement
with the Charleston County School District
Mr. DeMoura stated that there are three agreements in place with
CCSD (Charleston County School District). The first is a longstanding
agreement where the Town utilizes their facilities in the event of an
emergency. He stated that the second is a general use agreement that
applies mostly to their athletic facilities, gymnasiums and performing arts
center at Wando High School. He said the third is a land swap
agreement that is in the process. It is exchanging one baseball field for
another. He said the agreement has been delayed due to some final
items having to do with facility usage.
Mr. Iacofano and Committee members continued discussions
regarding field usage.
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Ms. Whitley stated that in the negotiating of the second general use
agreement, what is the incentive of CCSD to allow the Town to utilize
the Performing Arts Center at Lucy Beckham or Wando High School in
the off hours.
Mr. DeMoura stated that he understands they do rent to some level.
The Town invested $600,000 to help build Wando High School’s
performing arts center and the Town does not receive much access to
the performing arts center. He said that the argument would be that the
citizens tax dollars helped to fund the construction of those facilities.
Ms. Corley stated that after the new school board is elected perhaps
the Town should have official discussions with the board.
Discussions continued.
Mr. Iacofano asked if there is an agreement where the Town runs
CCSD’s sports program.
Mr. Gergick stated that the Town’s recreation department does not
run CCSD’s sports program. He said the Town has their own programs
that they run for the middle school aged children at the middle schools
utilizing the spaces at the respective schools. He said in response to
Councilwoman Whitley’s question it is important to keep in mind that the
Town also allows CCSD to use a number of the Town’s facilities.
Ms. Corley asked if this is a discussion that should take place with
CCSD’s leadership, because their athletic directors are setting up the
schedules for the facilities.
Discussions continued.
Ms. Whitley stated that previously, there was a movement on Town
Council to provide funding of $400,000 to upgrade Lucy Beckham High
School’s performing arts center to a more professional level facility. She
said there was public sentiment that it would be similar to Wando High
School where funds were provided but the public would not have
access.
Mr. Iacofano stated that ultimately, this is the citizens money and the
citizens deserve access.
Ms. Whitley stated that this appears to be very recreation focused and
asked if this is something that the Health, Recreation & Events
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Committee has reviewed, and would this be appropriate for them to
review?
Mr. DeMoura added that he does not recall Health, Recreation & Events
Committee addressing this issue. He stated that the more Council is
behind the effort to approach representatives at CCSD to seek more
access, the better.
Mr. Iacofano suggested getting the information out to the other Town
Council members and ask them to talk to their current representatives
on the CCSD board.
5. Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 10:32 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
October 3, 2022

