TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
WATER SUPPLY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Tuesday, September 6, 2022
9:15 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Present:

Jake Rambo, Chair; Howard Chapman; Laura Hyatt; and
Rick Crosby (MPW Liaison)

Staff:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator

Also Present:

Allan Clum, General Manager, Mount Pleasant
Waterworks

1. Call to order
Mr. Rambo called the meeting to order at 9:16 a.m.
2. Approval of Minutes from the May 2, 2022 meeting
Mr. Chapman moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Hyatt. All
present voted in favor.
3. Public Comments
[None]
4.

Update from Mount Pleasant Waterworks
Allan Clum, Mount Pleasant Waterworks General Manager stated
that he will be providing a brief update of the following:
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He stated that there is a halo over the tank to protect media blasting and
paint overspray.

He stated that there have been rain delays, as the project was estimated
to be completed at the end of June 2022.
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He stated that there was crown corrosion in the pipe. He said sewer pipe
and ductal iron pipe have a finite life span. He said this pipe being
replaced was 60 years old. He said this is a $4.5 million project to
replace the area in blue indicated. He said this will be impactful to the
businesses on Mill Street as well as the residents. He stated that they
are timing the project to be minimally impactful.

He indicated that it will be an open cut with a trench box, which reduces
the size of the hole that MPW needs to dig. He stated that the following
is the timeline.
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He stated that it is important to begin the project on Mill Street during the
winter months, because it will minimally impact the businesses. He said
the duration of the project is approximately one year with estimated
completion in November 2023.
Mr. Chapman asked if any septic tanks in the area will be removed as a
result of this project.
Mr. Clum responded in the negative and said this project is renewal and
replacement of existing infrastructure that has exceeded its lifespan. He
stated that this next slide is regarding septic tanks.
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He said South Carolina received approximately $900 million to reinvest
in infrastructure through the America Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). He said
these grants will be very competitive. He stated that MPW will submit
their grant this Friday, September 9th. MPW Commissioners approved
two focus areas, which include removal of septic tanks in the Town and
some in the County. He stated that Shem Creek is a priority area (in
purple).

He stated that there are 143 impacted properties: 87 in the County and
56 in the Town. He mentioned that MPW is very appreciative to Town
Council on the timing of the approved annexation ordinance. South
Carolina has limited each project to a $10 million maximum; therefore
each project MPW applies for as a utility has a $10 million maximum. He
added that 25 additional homes that are not highlighted have availability
and are able to connect now. He said they will be work with those
homeowners. He said this specific grant will be for line extensions.
He stated that the other part of the project will be the Seven Mile
Community that will affect 26 parcels: 10 on Sam Edwards Road, 7 on
McKnight Road, and 9 on
’ Road. He said these two projects,
the Shem Creek project and the Seven Mile Community have been
approved by the MPW commissioners to apply for a grant. He said they
will apply but have not received any funding for this proposed work and
these projects are contingent upon grant funding.
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Mr. Clum continued and stated that Charleston County contacted Mount
Pleasant Waterworks and some of the direct allocation funding, which is
different from the grant application, they would like to allocate to the
Snowden area. Charleston County desires to invest $4 million to
continue the project of connecting septic tanks in the Snowden area. He
stated that the County is requesting MPW to match the $4 million for a
total project cost of $8 million. He stated that MPW does not have the
funding to match Charleston County. He stated that MPW will hold a
special meeting Wednesday, September 7th to discuss applying for a
second ARPA application
’ $4
H
reiterated that the grant process will be very competitive and there are
no guarantees.
Committee members continued discussion with Mr. Clum, who
pointed out that they have received letters of support from various
stakeholders, but not from the BCDCOG (Berkeley Charleston
Dorchester Council of Governments).
Mr. Chapman suggested obtaining a letter of support from BCDCOG.
Mr. Clum stated that the work will far exceed the $10 million MPW is
applying. He stated that estimating the cost of the Shem Creek basin is
difficult.

Water Supply & Resource Committee
September 6, 2022
Page 7 of 7

Mr. Chapman stated that on the Simmons Street property where the
water tower was removed, he asked how plans for the park are
progressing.
Mr. Clum stated that all the cellular equipment has been removed and
are in final negotiations with the contracts. Demolition of the concrete
pad should begin late September or late October. He said the
adjustment of the fence line should begin in the spring.
5.

Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 9:31 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
September 6, 2022

