MOUNT PLEASANT
ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thursday, June 24, 2021
12:00 PM
Mount Pleasant Municipal Complex
Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
Minutes
Present:

Lisa Crowley, Brumby McLeod; Vishal Patel;
Mari Ricozzi; Jenifer Maxwell; and Terry Ansley

Also Present:

Howard Chapman, Town Council Liaison

Staff Present:

Lauren Sims, Community & Government Affairs
Chief; John Greenberg, Communications &
Marketing Coordinator

Ms. Sims stated that in the absence of a current Chairman, she will call the
meeting to order at 12:14 p.m.
1. Approval of the minutes from the March 5, 2020 meetings:
12:00 pm meeting and 1:15 pm meeting
Mr. McLeod moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Ricozzi. All
present voted in favor.
Mr. Chapman stated that he addressed a scrivener’s error in the 12:00
pm March 5, 2020, minutes with the recording secretary, which will be
corrected.
2.

Public Comments
[None]

3.

Election of Accommodations Tax Advisory Committee
Chairperson
Mr. McLeod moved to nominate Lisa Crowley; seconded by Mr.
Patel. All present voted in favor of Ms. Crowley to serve as Chair.
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4.

Financial Statement for the period ending May 21, 2021
Ms. Sims stated that this funding would be for FY 2022. She stated that
the requests being made are for projects in July 2021 through December
31, 2021, which falls within the Town’s 2022 fiscal year. She stated that
this amount is $150,0000 for both funding cycles.

5. FY 21/22 (July – December) Funding Presentations
Ms. Crowley thanked fellow committee members for the honor to serve
as Chair.
a) Mount Pleasant Magazine’s Tourist Marketing Program
Ms. Crowley stated that Mount Pleasant Magazine is requesting
$12,000 for their tourist marketing program.
Bill Macchio, Publisher, gave his presentation to the Committee
and stated that he has asked for $4,000 per issue and 100% will go
towards increasing the distribution of the magazines at the Welcome
Centers.
Mr. Patel asked if there was a need to increase circulation.
Mr. Macchio responded in the affirmative and said he frequently
receives calls from the Welcome Centers requesting more
magazines. He believes he will have an impact on the tax. He stated
that he will need to double the distribution. He said there are nine
Welcome Centers and he also has a kiosk at the Asheville Airport. He
said he has a URL there that is linked to the Town’s Hotel listing. He
said he will insert the hotel listing into the magazines that are
distributed to the Welcome Centers.
Mr. McLeod asked if the Town is producing an event calendar in the
magazine.
Mr. Macchio responded in the affirmative and added that he does
articles on most of the Town’s events.
Ms. Sims stated that a Performance Report is required at the
conclusion of the expenditure of funds, if funding is allocated by the
Committee. She reviewed some of the other requirements.
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b) South Carolina Surf Soccer Club’s 2021 Charleston Select Men’s
Shootout
Tyral Hicken, Tournament Director of SURF, stated that they are
requesting funding for marketing of their tournaments. They are
attempting to create a new name for their tournaments. He stated that
they combined with a group in North Charleston to grow their
membership, which has increased their player population. At the last
men’s shootout, there were 111 teams and approximately 50 to 60
teams were from out of town. He said there is an average of 14 to 16
players per team and there are 3 members per team member. He
said the funding is to do more marketing to people outside South
Carolina.
Ms. Sims clarified that no scholarships are awarded as part of the
proceeds from the events.
Mr. Hicken responded in the negative. He said there are scholarship
players; however, they conduct fundraising events for them.
Mr. McLeod asked if there was consideration about identifying the
club with the Town of Mount Pleasant in the future.
Mr. Hicken stated that there are a number of sponsorships in the club
and they are all heavily Mount Pleasant based. He said it is on their
training and game uniforms in order to promote Mount Pleasant
businesses. He said if it is branded as Mount Pleasant, other players
from different areas will believe that you must live in Mount Pleasant
and the group will lose out on great players.
c) South Carolina Surf Club’s 2021 Charleston Select Women’s
Shootout
Mr. Hicken provided information in the previous item.
d)

Town of Mount Pleasant Culture, Arts, & Pride Commission’s
Wayne Magwood Fisherman’s Memorial
Nicole Harvey, Special Events Manager for the Town of Mount
Pleasant, stated that the Committee has funded art projects in the
past and this would be similar. She said arts and culture make the
Town worth visiting. She introduced Tressy Magwood who has been
working with Town Council member, Guang Ming Whitley on an idea
to bring a life size bronze sculpture of Captain Wayne Magwood, who
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had an untimely passing last year, which greatly affected the
community. Wayne Magwood was a multi-generational shrimper from
Mount Pleasant, representing an iconic portion of the Town’s culture
and heritage. She added that the statue would be placed on the
newly named Magwood Boardwalk across Shem Creek and be a
tourist destination for pictures with him. The background of the
sculpture will be the shrimp boats and Shem Creek restaurants. She
stated that they would also like to have a plaque with a QR code to
encourage locals and visitors to purchase local seafood and which
establishments are providing local seafood. This would market the
Mount Pleasant restaurants as well.
Tressy Magwood gave a brief presentation to the Committee.
Ms. Harvey stated that currently, there is a Go-Fund Me page set up
and managed by the Town of Mount Pleasant.
Mr. Patel asked how the remaining funds would be raised.
Ms. Magwood stated that she is working with Councilwoman Guang
Ming Whitley as well as applying for grants. She said they are also
selling T-shirts this summer to raise money for this project. She said
they will not stop until the money is raised.
Ms. Harvey said Ms. Magwood and the Magwood family also set up
tables at Town events to get this information out to the community.
She stated that $75,000 is what it will take to get the sculpture made
and the additional $2,500 is an estimate for installation.
6. Adjourn
There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
June 24, 2021

