TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
WATER SUPPLY COMMITTEE
Monday, May 3, 2021
11:30 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Present:
Staff:
Also Present:
1.

Jake Rambo, Chair; Guang Ming Whitley and Laura Hyatt
Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator
Hillary Repik, Stormwater Division Chief

Call to order
Mr. Rambo called the meeting to order at 11:49 a.m.

2.

Approval of Minutes from the March 1, 2021 meeting
Ms. Whitley moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Ms. Hyatt. All
present voted in favor.

3.

Public Comments
[None]

4.

Discussion of potential ordinances relating to inspection of
septic tanks
Mr. Pagliarini stated about two months ago a request was made that
staff review provisions and maintenance of septic tanks. Mr. Pagliarini
stated staff reviewed and he had discussions with Mount Pleasant
Waterworks. Some municipalities have ordinances related to septic tank
maintenance and inspection requirements. He stated that would be
easy to implement, but the maintenance and enforcement of that
program from the staffing standpoint would be more difficult. There
could be maintenance certificates or proof of maintenance, and failure to
do so would result in fines or the like. Mr. Pagliarini stated he also met
with Mount Pleasant Waterworks and they have some thoughts on the
issue where they could maintain or create a service agreement
requirement which is a little different than the Town maintaining, so for
example all septic tank owners would be required to enter into a service
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agreement with Mount Pleasant Waterworks, and the details would need
to be drafted, but it would essentially put the responsibility onto them.
Mr. Pagliarini stated if Committee or Council would wish to discuss the
implementation of such a program, the details could be brought back.
Mr. Rambo asked if the City of Folly Beach’s requirements were based
on a home being sold or a routine inspection.
Ms. Repik stated it is based upon the home being sold, but there is a
recommendation that they have maintenance but they do not have a
strong enforcement component. Ms. Repik stated there is a list of where
the septic tanks are located, and she believes there are approximately
200 within the Town’s jurisdiction. She stated it would be difficult for the
Town to track with home sales as we are much larger than Folly Beach.
Mr. Pagliarini stated Folly Beach has more of a recommendation than a
requirement.
Mr. Rambo asked if there is any other checkpoint, for example
renovations such as putting on an addition, that requires a building
permit so that if there is a septic tank, there would need to be proof that
the septic tank is working properly before the building permit is issued.
Mr. Pagliarini said we would need to specify what types of permits would
trigger it, but that could be one way. Another is just a periodic inspection
requirement that could be automatically triggered.
Mr. Rambo said he believed what Waterworks is requesting is, if we
agree on a service agreement with them, is for the Town to make an
ordinance that states that. Mr. Pagliarini stated he concurred that there
would need to be code provisions in Chapter 51 to provide the
requirement for the maintenance service agreement. He said there are
many details that would need to be worked out such as cost and time
requirements, and they would need to describe how it would be enforced
so they should participate in a meeting to discuss the issue.
Mr. Rambo asked if the Town is notified when a home is sold. Mr.
Pagliarini said there is no way for us to know other than to check with
the RMC office regularly.
Ms. Whitley said this is a public health issue and a concern for the
cleanliness of our waterways, but if we do implement something like this
it should be as flexible to the homeowner as possible. Entering into
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something with Waterworks where they are forced into a service
agreement does not give them that flexibility as to who they want to hire
to maintain and service their septic tanks. Ms. Whitley said she thought
something periodic would be better, to encourage responsible septic
tank ownership and maintenance, and not place a huge burden on the
homeowner other than what they should be doing anyway would be her
preference.
Ms. Hyatt asked if there was any way to do an outreach to people with
septic tanks to see if there is any interest in participating in a
maintenance option.
Mr. Rambo said this has been discussed at Mount Pleasant Waterworks
a few months back when there was contemplation of the Water
Commission taking unilateral action. A little over 200 are within the
Town municipal boundaries and the rest, about 800, are not in the
municipal boundaries. He stated there was not support from the
Commission as one of the issues was if a septic tank is failing, it would
be good to get into the program to have your septic tank replaced, but if
a homeowner had just replaced their septic tank, they would be paying
into the program with little return. There are many complexities to that.
Ms. Hyatt said she would like to know how many homeowners would be
interested in participating, and that would let us know if it would be
feasible.
Ms. Whitley said the problem is the entire system would need to be
created and structured, and to do that for only 10 people to sign up
would be cost prohibitive.
Mr. DeMoura said he is not sure which agency would be best to take this
on, mostly because the impact we would have is not significant. He said
there are several states that require maintenance, and in fact you cannot
sell your home unless it is maintained and working properly or replaced.
He said perhaps we should be lobbying more on our end to get some
change at the state level, but in the absence of that, Mount Pleasant
Waterworks can impact this in a much greater way than the Town can
as we only have 200 residents with septic tanks. He stated if we go at
this unilaterally, and there are residential and commercial properties on
septic tanks, that could hurt our annexation abilities. He stated we are
happy to support, but he thinks Mount Pleasant Waterworks could really
have an impact as the Town has 200, but Waterworks has about 1100
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throughout their service area. Mr. DeMoura said the Town reserves
$50,000 a year for Council direction for the one percent Mount Pleasant
Waterworks gives the Town to assist with these types of issues. He said
it was to help residents convert from septic to sewer where available and
he does not think any of that money has been spent. Mr. DeMoura
stated we could be an effective partner utilizing that money, but he does
not know how effective we could be with just 200 septic tank owners.
Mr. Rambo said he agrees and said he will continue to bring this up at
the Water Commission meetings. He said if the Town put something in
place and the County had a matching ordinance, that would work.
Ms. Whitley asked if we can reach out to our state representatives to
see if there is a way to have state-wide septic tank maintenance
requirement. Mr. Rambo and Mr. DeMoura responded in the affirmative.
5.

Adjourn 12:05
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:05
p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Christine Barrett
Clerk of Council
May 3, 2021

