TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
ACCOMMODATIONS TAX ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Friday, April 29, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Committee Meeting Room, 3rd Floor
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464

MINUTES
Present:Lisa Crowley, Chair; Terry Ansley, Jennifer Maxwell,
Brumby McLeod; and Mari Ricozzi
Also Present:John Iacofano, Town Council Liaison
Absent:Vishal Patel
Staff Present:Lauren Sims, Community & Government Affairs
Chief; John Greenberg, Communications &
Marketing Coordinator

Ms. Crowley called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

I.

Public Comments
[None]

II.

FY2022.2023 (July 1 – December 31) Application Evaluations
and Funding Recommendations
Ms. Sims indicated that Committee members have the matrix to
use to evaluate the applicants. She stated that the one difference this
year was to strengthen the season of event, where 10% was taken
out of Marketing and gave 10% to the Season of Event. She stated
that the matrix after scoring, will recommend a funding level;
however, the Committee has the discretion of modifying any of the
recommendations made by the matrix.

I.Housing For All Mount Pleasant
Ms. Crowley stated that she recommends a zero score
across the board. She stated that the concept is great and the
benefit to Housing for All Mount Pleasant is great; however, she
believes that Ms. Fugo is too early in the process. She stated
that there are no dates selected, no vendors selected and has
not secured any approvals. She stated that the applicant is too
early in the process to be assisted by this Committee. She would
recommend inviting Ms. Fugo to come back once she has
secured more information on the details and dates.
Ms. Ricozzi agreed with Ms. Crowleys comments. She would
also suggest that Ms. Fugo separate Housing for All Mount
Pleasant from the actual settlement tours. She would also be
interested to see in the next presentation what they are going to
be displaying on these tours – what is there to see. She said
there was no transportation costs listed. She said it is too
premature.
Mr. Ansley agreed. He said it is a good concept. He is in favor of
the concept of preserving the legacy of the settlement
communities. He felt that it may have been put together too
quickly and there are too many unknowns and gaps in terms of
the organization, costs, affiliations, and allocations. He stated
that it is premature to request funding at this time but would
certainly invite this group to come back in another funding cycle.
Committee members agreed.
Ms. Sims stated that she will provide the Committees feedback
to the applicant as well as the Committee support of the idea and
invitation to reapply once more information and details are pulled
together.
Ms. Crowley stated that the settlement communities are an
avenue to obtain revenue for Housing for All Mount Pleasant.
She asked if the settlement community tours need to be a
501(c)3 versus Housing for All Mount Pleasant.

Ms. Sims stated that the way it was presented in the application,
it was a revenue sharing agreement with Housing for All Mount
Pleasant as the existing non-profit being the fiscal agent. She
believes that funding the settlement community tours would be
acceptable. She is hoping to create some workforce housing in
these particular communities and this was a revenue stream that
was going to benefit both needs.
Mr. Ansley stated that the articulation needs to be presented
clearer. He believes that the tours were an opportunity to
highlight these areas that needed some housing and fit with the
mission of Housing for All Mount Pleasant.
Committee members continued discussions.
II.

Mount Pleasant Symphony Orchestra
Ms. Sims stated that on the application, it is marked as a
prime season; however, one concert is in the shoulder season.
She stated that the one listed in the prime season has a date
that is on the cusp of the shoulder season.
Committee members continued scoring discussions.

III.

South Carolina Surf Soccer Club
Ms. Sims stated that the mens shootout tournaments were
both in the prime season. She stated that the application is
relatively the same as submitted in prior years.
Ms. Crowley asked why they were requesting from $1,500 to
$2,500.
Ms. Sims stated that they wanted to add field signage and
marketing into Georgia, and not just North Carolina.
Mr. Ansley stated that these two tournaments are for a higher
level of travel.
Ms. Sims stated that because these tournaments do provide
room nights, it was scored at a 12 on the matrix.

Ms. Ricozzi stated that ATAC is funding organizations that are
not-for-profit, but yet they are making a profit and what happens
to the funds.
Mr. Iacofano stated that any not-for-profit must make a profit. He
said it is simply a tax code that makes them a not-for-profit in the
way they are governed. He said American Red Cross makes a
profit as well.
Mr. Ansley stated that being involved previously on a board
level, any profits from the tournaments goes to help cover
operating costs throughout the year. It keeps registration and
team fees lower.
Mr. Iacofano stated that the referee fees alone for the
tournaments are in excess of $30,000. He also added that the
impact on restaurants and other businesses from these
tournaments is huge.
Ms. Ricozzi stated that she would also like to request Town
signage since the Town provides funds.
Mr. Ansley suggested addressing both the mens and women's
shootouts at the same time.
Ms. Maxwell stated that she is going to provide a different
economic impact score for the womens shootout.
Committee members continued discussions and scoring for the
Mens Shootout tournament event.
Ms. Sims stated that the Committee would now be scoring on
the Womens Shootout.
Committee members began discussions and scoring for the
Womens Shootout.
Ms. Sims stated that based on the scores and the weighted
formula, the matrix recommends specific amounts for each;
however, it is the Committees discretion to change the amounts.

Ms. Crowley stated that the Committee will now discuss what
amounts should be allocated to each applicant. She said as a
recap, that Ms. Sims would reach out to Ms. Fugo at Housing for
All Mount Pleasant and advise that the Committee would
welcome her to reapply when she has a more definite plan,
dates, and commitment letters. She added that she personally
has attended the Mount Pleasant Symphonys concerts and is
concerned that they will not have a venue in the future.
Ms. Maxwell recommended $2,000 each for the Mens and
Womens Shootouts. Committee members agreed.
Ms. Crowley moved to send the following recommendations to
Town Council for approval; seconded by Ms. Ricozzi. All present
voted in favor.

Ms. Crowley asked about an update on the Fishermans Memorial.
Ms. Sims stated that she would be happy to get an update and
provide it to Committee members. She stated that staff will hold
another workshop prior to the fall applications, since this will be
the first time these applicants will see the new application.

III.Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at10:51
a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
April 29, 2022

