TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Monday, February 28, 2022
11:00 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES

Members Present:

John Iacofano, Chairman; Brenda Corley; and
Guang Ming Whitley

Staff Present:

Eric DeMoura, Town Administrator; and Lauren
Sims, Community & Government Affairs Chief

Also Present:

Gracie Cannon, Youth Council Member

1. Call to order
Mr. Iacofano called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.
2. Approval of Minutes from the January 31, 2022 meeting
Ms. Corley moved for approval; seconded by Ms. Whitley. All present
voted in favor.
3.

Public Comments
Kevin Cunnane, 3032 River Vista Way, stated that he is here
regarding an issue that happened at a school. He stated that Ms.
Whitley and Ms. Corley are well aware of the issue a few years ago. He
stated that the Mayor tried to release a police report and exposed a child
who had been bullied for several years. He said this child was ill. He
said the courts agreed that what was being done was not allowed. He
stated that there were other incidents and Council members have been
provided with this information in writing. He asked Ms. Corley, as a long
time education professional, if this type of conduct would be allowed. He
stated that Ms. Whitley is not only an attorney, but a mother, and asked
her if it would be allowable for her children to be targeted for a political
vendetta. He stated that he understands it is uncomfortable, but asked
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when enough is going to be enough. He stated that he is not going away
and someone needs to step up and do something.
4.

Update on sharing facilities
Mr. Iacofano stated that there is a 2006 agreement with the
Charleston County School District (CCSD). Mr. Borowy and Kate Darby
of CCSD, are working on redoing this agreement which was last
updated in 2016. He stated that they will be looking for input from Mr.
Gergick in the Town’s Recreation Department.
Mr. DeMoura stated that the review and redo of the agreement is timely.
Some of the facilities have been reconstructed elsewhere and do not
apply. He said they have learned over time that the Town does have the
right of first refusal when it comes to recreation. The right of first refusal
does not mean the Town is next in line. There may be another school
that needs a facility. So, the Town is pushing through the agreement to
be able to obtain access right after organized school events have
completed, which should help. He said the Town also hopes to get help
with gymnasiums. He said CCSD has always provided the gymnasiums
to the Town; however, COVID closed most gymnasiums.
Mr. Iacofano stated that there was also heavy concentration on the arts,
which was a large portion of the discussion. He said with the opening up
Lucy Beckham and Wando with the original agreement, that they would
be able to help with the arts. He said assistance from this committee and
Council would be appreciated.
Ms. Corley clarified that what is being said is that CCSD stated that they
would consider this and the Town would be getting positive responses.
She said this is incredible and thanked Mr. Iacofano for his persistent
work.
Ms. Whitley thanked Mr. Iacofano for his efforts as well.
Mr. Iacofano stated that he is meeting with the Town of Cary, North
Carolina on Wednesday and they have an excellent relationship with
their school district.

5. Youth Council update on mental health needs
Lauren Sims stated that she is the staff liaison for the Youth Council
and added that they are incredibly passionate about the work they are
doing. She stated that Gracie Cannon will be presenting about mental
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health and the struggles in our community, as well as the lack of
resources. She said that Gracie is a senior at Oceanside Academy.
Gracie Cannon, stated that she is here to speak to Committee
members about the importance of Teen Mental Health in SC and the
lack of access to resources to help prevent and protect the mental
health of our youth. She stated that the COVID 19 pandemic only
increased the prevalence of mental health issues among teens in our
community and across the nation. She said 1 in 6 youth in the United
States, ages 16 to 17 experience a mental health disorder each year.
53,000 South Carolinians ages 12 to 17 have depression. 2,304,799
people in South Carolina live in a community that does not have enough
mental health professionals. High School students with depression are
two times more likely to drop out than their peers and 56.2% of South
Carolinians ages 12 to 17 who have depression have not received any
care in the last year. The inability to receive adequate treatment may
lead to self-medication, such as drugs and alcohol abuse. She said
alcohol contributes to the deaths of individuals younger than 21 years of
age in the United States each year, primarily from car accidents,
homicides, overdoses, falls, burns, drownings and suicides. She said the
use of marijuana may increase the risk of anxiety, depression and a
series of attitude and personality changes. Self-harming behaviors are
often co-occurring with eating disorders and substance abuse. Teens
have the highest rates of self-harming behaviors. She stated another
factor in today’s youth and mental health is bullying, more specifically
cyber-bullying. Children and youth who are bullied over time are more
likely to experience depression, anxiety, low self-esteem, sleep
difficulties, low academic achievement and dropping out of school.
Approximately 37% of youth between the ages of 12 and 17 have been
bullied online and 30% have had this happen more than once. She
stated that students who are both targets of bullying and are engaged in
bullying behavior are at greater risk for both mental health and behavior
issues. These individuals are not only the victims, but the bullies as well.
She stated that there is an increase in teen suicides due to bullying.
Many of the youth experience distress over their academics and
athletics due to pressure from parents to excel. She added that only a
few schools have certified mental health professionals available to
sports students. Most guidance counselors at schools are not certified
mental health professionals. Even if students ask for help, many times
the support needed is not available. She stated that Youth Council and
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Town Council have signed a letter addressed to the State Legislative
Delegation to help fund mental health counselors in all the schools. They
also intend to reach out to organizations to see about offering virtual
support sessions. They are asking for any support the Education
Committee is able to offer to get more mental health resources into their
schools.
Ms. Corley stated that with all the COVID relief funding from the federal
government, she does not believe there is a cap on how much money
may be spent on mental health counselors from these funds. She said it
will take the schools some time but the funding is definitely available.
Ms. Sims stated that she believes there is a particular cap on the
amount of funding that each school is able to receive, which would only
provide one or two mental health professionals per school. She said with
the enrollment numbers at Mount Pleasant schools, the schools would
need more than one or two certified mental health counselors. She said
what Youth Council is looking into are other resources in terms of grants
for mental health resources for schools specifically. She said one of the
things she has learned in working with Youth Council is they are very
engaged with their administration.
Mr. Iacofano asked how this Committee can help.
Ms. Cannon stated that funding would be one way. She said at
Oceanside there is a mental health counselor and this has made an
impact at their school, especially with SAT and ACT preparation. She
does not just wish for this to be available at Oceanside Collegiate
Academy, but at all schools.
Ms. Corley stated that she believes CCSD designs how the COVID
funding will be spent and putting pressure on CCSD to release the
funding to the schools would be helpful.
Mr. Iacofano stated that he would like to find out what CCSD has
available in funding and what the cost is to have a mental health
professional in each school.
Ms. Whitley stated that she believes there is opportunity due to COVID
for tele-health. She said perhaps there could be a partnership with
CCSD and a tele-health company for some availability for students.
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6. Adjourn
There being no further business, Committee adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Ashe MacDonald
February 28, 2022

