TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOINT MEETING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
AND
FLOOD RESILIENCE COMMITTEE
Monday, January 4, 2021
10:00 a.m.
Municipal Complex, Council Chambers
100 Ann Edwards Lane, Mount Pleasant, SC 29464
MINUTES
Presentation
A quorum of Council may be present, however no Council action will be
taken.
Flood Resilience Committee Members Present: Mayor Will Haynie, Chair;
Tom O’Rourke, Kathy Landing, Howard Chapman
Economic Development Committee Members Present: Kathy Landing, Chair;
Laura Hyatt, Tom O’Rourke
Absent: Rick Crosby (Mount Pleasant Waterworks)
Staff Present: Eric DeMoura
Also Present: Dr. Joseph Von Nessen, Ph.D.
1. Call to Order
Mayor Haynie called the Flood Resilience Committee to order at 10:02
a.m.
Ms. Landing called the Economic Development Committee to order at 10:02
a.m.
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2. Public Comments
Jimmy Bagwell expressed that the Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)
should consider the Town’s input on how Crab Bank should be renourished to
prevent infill at the mouth of Shem Creek. The Corps needs to understand
how important the area is and how vital the economic impact of Shem Creek
is to the Town of Mount Pleasant.
Chris Crowley, Coastal Expeditions, 514 Mill Street, expressed that the Town
has an important opportunity to model how to preserve important nesting
grounds due to rising water levels. The Crab Bank Task Force has been
supporting the effort and has received funding from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation to provide education to the community. There is an
opportunity to get ahead of the issue and create a positive result of what we
hold dear instead of fearing it and creating a divisive culture in our
community, but we cannot do that if Council insists on invoking fear in the
general public.
3. Presentation on the economic impact of the Crab Bank restoration
project
Mayor Haynie stated that the presentation will provide the Economic
Development and Flood Resilience Committees an idea of the economic
impact that Shem Creek has on the entire Mount Pleasant community.
Mr. DeMoura introduced Dr. Von Nessen, stating that he is a Research
Economist at the Darla Moore School of Business and specializes in regional
economics and regional economic forecasting. He regularly conducts a wide
variety of economic impact analyses and feasibility studies for public and
private clients.
Dr. Von Nessen referred to a presentation and explained the primary goal of
the study was to estimate the economic impact that the current projected
natural shallowing of Shem Creek will have on the Town of Mount Pleasant
over the next five years. Multiple aspects were examined, with business
establishment and property ownership type taken into consideration.
Residents were also surveyed and approximately seventy eight percent (78%)
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of the respondents indicated regular usage of Shem Creek and almost all
expressed strong opposition to any creek shallowing that could potentially
limit boating and lower property values. The study also took into
consideration Crab Bank renourishment.
Ms. Landing thanked Dr. Von Nessen and expressed that the study provided
the necessary information to encourage the Corps to work in a manner that
is beneficial to Shem Creek and the renourishment of Crab Bank. Council
should consider a budget to deepen Shem Creek on a more regular basis.
Mr. DeMoura stated that it is the obligation of the Corps to deepen Shem
Creek and the work is performed approximately every decade.
Ms. Landing commented that there should be money budgeted if the Corps
does not perform the work to avoid issues with the depth of Shem Creek. An
extensive study was performed on how Crab Bank could be renourished on
the southeastern side as opposed to anything near Shem Creek and asked if
a resolution could be made to impress on the Corps the findings of the study.
Mr. DeMoura stated that the Mayor has been very active about
communicating concerns by Council.
Ms. Landing questioned if there was a thought that instead of the Corps
placing dredge soil near the southeastern tip of Crab Bank, if shifting Crab
Bank is an option.
Mr. DeMoura replied in the affirmative.
Mr. Chapman questioned why more than fifty percent (50%) of respondents
did not feel there was any impact on their business.
Dr. Von Nessen replied that, depending on the type business, shallowing of
Shem Creek would not impact their businesses.
Ms. Hyatt commented that a budget for dredging Shem Creek would be
financially beneficial.
Mayor Haynie thanked Dr. Von Nessen and stated that one of the most
alarming bits of data resulting from the survey is that Crab Bank is migrating
at least twenty-five feet (25’) per year toward the mouth of Shem Creek,
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making it unnavigable at low tide. Taxpayer money has been spent studying
the hydrology and economics of the issue and Council has taken the stance
that there can be a positive outcome that benefits both Shem Creek and Crab
Bank. A summary will be presented to full council and a resolution supporting
the most favorable placement for Crab Bank may be adopted.
4. Adjourn
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:53
a.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Cathy Godsey
January 6, 2021

